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some  positive  conclusions  which  will  harmonize  with  the 
widely  accepted  belief  that  Euripides  is  a  writer  of 
genuine  dramatic  talent* 


The  plan  of  this  thesis  calls  for  certain  apolo¬ 
gies  at  the  outset.  Some  treatment  of  the  Alcestis  myth 
ought  to  have  been  included,  but  the  lack  of  reference 
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others  indebtedness  has  been  acknowledged  in  the  course 
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A  handmaid  enters  who  tells  the  chorus  of  Al- 


expressed  a  wish  to  look  once  more  upon  the 


\ 

I 


I 

l 


I 

1 


Act  II,  Scene 


03 

i 

1 

© 

x 

Pl 

•H 

t> 

a 

03 

o9 

X 

1 

i-i 

•H 

© 

CO 

Vl 

© 

X 

Pi 

O 

o 

© 

o 

5b 

-P 

X 

© 

CO 

CO 

»d 

© 

Pl 

03 

© 

•H 

> 

•H 

© 

P 

X 

CD 

•H 

•H 

Vi 

tn 

tO 

Vi 

rH 

X 

«H 

© 

Pi 

O 

nb 

-P 

© 

Pl 

• 

a 

Vi 

P 

ra 

03 

© 

c9 

O 

P 

hi 

CO 

X 

Vi 

•H 

A 

•d 

P 

CQ 

o 

-P 

to 

© 

-P 

X 

X 

X 

M 

© 

X 

O 

ri 

•rl 

o 

a 

o 

p 

o 

•3 

Pl 

I 

5 

S’ 

pl 

iH 

<1 

ra 

I 

• 

CV3 

X 

•rl 

o 

© 

c9 

to 

P 

a 

X 

• 

X 

Pl 

© 

ra 

hi 

— « 

o 

P 

rH 

P 

CQ 

O 

CQ 

© 

ra 

© 

rH 

O 

•rl 

X 

© 

X 

C3 

<1) 

a 

X 

rH 

o 

CO 

X 

X 

O 

-p 

•H 

A 

«H 

Pl 

c9 

09 

Vi 

•rl 

O 

P 

Vi 

X 

O 

•* 

03 

t> 

© 

X 

X 

M 

Vl 

X 

© 

Vi 

tn 

o 

HI 

© 

Pi 

CQ 

© 

ra 

X 

O 

Pi 

CQ 

X 

pi 

t 

X 

Pi 

0) 

•rl 

Vi 

I 

o 

© 

CO 

o 

09 

K 

O 

< 

© 

s 

X 

© 

CQ 

a 

© 

eH 

O 

fd 

© 

o 

X 

O 

Pl 

rH 

o 

x 

© 

«H 

O 

© 

« 

X 

Vi 

CQ 

o 

to 

X 

X 

© 

hi 

pi 

-p 

Vi 

Vi 

X 

CD 

X 

c9 

gJ 

*H 

P 

tn 

© 

CQ 

X 

Pi 

o 

HI 

a 

a 

O 

c9 

«3 

Pl 

<1 

CO 

© 

CQ 

o 

© 

X 

hi 

•H 

• 

i — 1 

X 

© 

X 

• 

o 

X 

o 

X 

rd 

a3 

o 

© 

•rl 

pi 

Vi 

-p 

•1-5 

iH 

c9 

© 

Pl 

X 

X 

09 

Vi 

tn 

•rl 

O 

o 

X 

Admetus  and  Pheres  (his  father) 


A  quarrel  "between  father  and  son  ensues  accompanied  by 
soothing  interjections  from  the  chorus  (Exit  Pheres, 
after  him  the  chorus  and  Admetus  in  funeral  procession) 
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Act  III,  Scene 


that  he  has  just  won  her  in  an  athletic  contest.  Admetus 


tlaveils  the  figure.  Admetus  receives  his  wife  with  joy 


•two  years  of  age,  and  we  know  that 
first  prize  in  the  tragic  festival 
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As  the  inquirer  sits  down  to  a  study  of  the 


scene  in  which  Heracles  appears."  One  would  conclude 


that  Decharme  saw  no  objection  to  calling  the  Alcestis 
a  tragedy  judging  from  internal  evidence.  Further,  to 
show  the  tangled  state  of  criticism  on  the  subject, 
even  a  school  edition,"0  which  at  least  ought  to  be 


Euripides  and  the  Spirit  of  his  dramas,  page  248 
Id.  page  258 

Euripides,  Alcestis,  with  Notes  and  Introduction 
by  C .S. Jerram. 

Introduction,  page  10. 
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although  the  value  of  his  statement  is  quail- 


place  in  a  pure  tragedy,  hut  it  is  quite  in  keeping 
with  the  requirements  of  a  piece  such  as  we  believe 
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Alcestls.  It  has  not  taken  long  to  arrive  at  the  first 
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scholarship*  Their  ideas  on  the  Alcestis  are  the  pro¬ 
duct  of  long  and  careful  study  (in  the  case  of  Browning1 
"Balaust ion’s  Adventure"  the  treatment  is  elaborate) 
and  so  their  work  deserves  careful  attention. 
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Appendix  "A"  to  "Euripides  in 
"Euripides  the  Rationalist". 


reversal  of  Alcestis’  sad  fate 


a  selfish,  self-centred,  sentimental  fool*  Alcestis 
is  a  noble  wife;  Heracles  is  a  roistering  adventurer 
with  his  heart  in  the  right  place;  the  resurrection 
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points  under  dispute;  and  they  will  be  found  neither 

few  nor  simple*  Mr*  Way  goes  right  to  the  heart  of  the 
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matter,  and  clearly  and  logically  gives  us  his  view 


(1)  the  character  of  Admetus  and  (2)  the  tragic 


DO 


our  Teutonic  forefathers”  and  that  therefore  we  mis¬ 
understand  the  play*  These  Teutonic  instincts,  he 
says,  lead  us  into  the  following  errors:  (1)  We  sym¬ 


pathize  with  the  wife  who  offered  herself  a  loving 
sacrifice, and  condemn  the  selfish  cowardice  of  the 
husband  who  accepted  it*  (2)  We  feel  that  the  father1 
scorn  and  bitter  reproaches  are  richly  merited*  (3) 
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into  which  our  modernity  of  view  leads  us  he  gives 
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This  point  is  due  to  Mr.  Verrall, "Euripides 
the  Rationalist"  Page  30. 
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"When  the  stranger  saith  ’Alas’  the  heart  of  Allah  is 


more  modern  expression  still  is  found  in  Emerson, 


nor  the  sentiment  of  any  time  regarding  hospitality  is 
essentially  different  from  that  of  Athens,  Any  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  modern  and  the  ancient  Greek  view  is 
one  of  degree  or  relative  importance,  and  such  a  differ- 
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What  dost  thou?  -  such  affliction  at  the  door 


If  Heraoles  could  have  quoted  Emerson,  he  doubtless 
would  have  said  — -  ”Let  not  the  emphasis  of  hospitality 


he  in  bed  and  board,  but  let  truth,  love,  honor  and 
courtesy  flow  in  all  thy  deeds”. 

It  is  quite  true  that  there  are  other  passages 
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life  of  one  man  was  better  than  that  of  ten  thousand 


Both  these  points  are  open  to  dispute 
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Admetus  could  not  well  refuse  the  gods1  offer.  But 
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way,  that  the  Alcestis  and  its  companion  plays  did  not 
win  the  first  prize.1  The  spectators  perhaps  were  at 
a  loss  to  understand  how  Admetus  could  "be  at  one  and 
the  same  time  the  favored  of  Apollo  and  the  selfish 


husband,  unless  of  course  some  criticism  were  being 
levelled  at  Apollo  as  to  the  choice  of  his  favorites. 
At  any  rate,  the  doubts  of  the  uprightness  of  Admetus 
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"There  are  five  deadly  sins,  says  Hesiod  in  the  rErga 

of  which  you  cannot  say  that  one  is  worse  than  anothe: 
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They  are  all  beyond  the  pale.  ’It  is  all  one  thing  • 
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it  is  in  his  conception  of  the  character  of  Admetus 
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Heracles*  test  must  be  rejected  as  Inadequate 
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Coming  last  to  Mr.  Verrall,  Tie  find  that  his 
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and  not  on  the  ground  of  attitude  or  theory.  Consistent 
theory  or  attitude  is  the  business  of  philosophy  and 
history*  There  is  little  value  in  commending  a  drama- 
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will  be  our  standing  ground  now  that  the  time  has  come 
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us  to  see  them  in  the  grip  of  the  fate  which  they  had 
woven  for  themselves,  passing  to  the  sad  conclusion  of 
their  unhappy  lives*  Are  we  to  call  Alcestis  unhappy? 
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